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Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free
I'm following the path God laid for me.
[ took his hand when I heard Him call
1 turned my back and left it all.
1 could not stay another day
To laugh, to love, to work, or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way
T've found that peace at the close of the day.
\ Ifmy parting has left a void
Then fill it with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss
Ah yes, these things I too will miss.
Be not burdened with times of sorrow
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
p My Life’s been full, I savored much
P 4 e Good friends, good times,
A loved one’s touch.
Perhaps my time seemed
All too brief
Don't lengthen it now
With undue grief.
Lift up your heart and
Share with me
God wanted me now,
He set me free!
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EsTHER ‘PATE’ MIDDLETON graced her parents Osborne and Ethel
Hicks, and the world, with her presence on February 1, 1942, in
Alexander City, Alabama. Esther peacefully chose to rest in her
longtime home of Harlem, New York on December 5, 2024.

Pate, as she was affectionately called, was united in holy matrimony
with the late Clinton Maynard Middleton. Upon migrating from
Alabama, she found success in New York City through 30 years of
employment within the telephone company Bell Atlantic, known
more recently as Verizon. She was a devoted mother, sister, friend,

and longtime member of Union Baptist Church as an Auxiliary

Usher.

Esther was preceded in death by her husband, Clinton Maynard
Middleton, affectionately called ‘Bernard’, parents Osborne and
Ethel Hicks, four brothers, three sisters, in-laws James Middleton Sr.

and Rosa Lee, one-sister-in-law, and four brothers-in-law.

Pate is survived by: daughter, Antigua Middleton (NY); sisters
Emma Jean Hicks-Osborne (NY), Ruth Burns (AL), Christine
McKinney (AL), Nora Baker (GA), Trecia Harkins (AL), brother
Darcy Hicks (MS), sister-in law Sheila West (NY), and a host of

in-laws, cousins, nieces, and nephews.










